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I. Appearances Are Deceiving

Luke 16:13-15

13 “No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” ** The
Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at
Jesus. ™ He said to them, “You are the ones who justify
yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. What
is highly valued among men is detestable in God's sight.”

“To tithe simply is not a sufficiently radical concept to embody the
carefree unconcern for possessions that marks life in the Kingdom
of God.” -Richard Foster

Luke 16:19-21

19 *There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen
and lived in luxury every day. % At his gate was laid a beggar
named Lazarus, covered with sores ** and longing to eat what fell
from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his
sores.

Il. Death Is Revealing

Luke 16:22-26

2 *The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried
him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried.
In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham
far away, with Lazarus by his side. ?* So he called to him, 'Father
Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his
finger in water and cool my tongue, because | am in agony in this
fire." 2° "But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime
you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things,
but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 2® And be-
sides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed,
so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can
anyone cross over from there to us.'

“If during our time on earth we pursue after ‘things’ instead of
God—after luxury for ourselves instead of love for others—then
earth will be the extent of our heaven and eternity will be our hell.
But if during our time on earth God is our treasure no matter how
bad things happen, then earth will be the extent of our hell and
eternity will be our heaven.” -John Piper
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lll. Greed is Gripping

Luke 16:27-29

" "He answered, ‘'Then | beg you, father, send Lazarus to my fa-
ther's house, 2 for | have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that
they will not also come to this place of torment." * "Abraham re-
plied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.'

Luke 16:30-31

30 mN, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead
goes to them, they will repent.’ ! "He said to him, 'If they do not
listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even
if someone rises from the dead.™

IV. Grace is Transforming

Ephesians 2:8-9

® For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- ° not by works, so that
no one can boast.

“Genuine Christianity compels the true Christian to become a gen-
erous person because the central act of our faith is an act of gen-
erosity. ‘He became poor that we might become rich.’ It cost Christ
to transfer wealth-of-Spirit to us.” -Gordon MacDonald

“If God and his grace is the thing in the world you love most, you
will give our money away to ministry, charity, and the poor in as-
tonishing amounts.” -Tim Keller

2 Corinthians 8:7-9

’ But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowl-
edge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that
you also excel in this grace of giving. ° 1 am not commanding you,
but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the
earnestness of others. ° For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became
poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.
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